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WHO WE ARE 

In just two and a half years International Help Fund Australia has achieved a remarkable amount 
with our practical and creative approach to problem solving.  IHFA has focused its attention on 
the waste management and water sanitation issues faced by our Pacific Island neighbors. We 
have participated in a number of effective programs on the Islands by forming partnerships for 
funding and pro bono support.  IHFA believes in a  non sectarian approach to aid work. 

Our Vision 

“a Sustainable Pacific Community living in dignity and in harmony with our environment, culture, 
economies and our neighbours”.

Mission Statement 

“to collaborate with Pacific Islanders, governments, and businesses to improve the quality of life 
by developing practical environmental management initiatives as well as economic, cultural, 
health and education programs and projects that promote sustainable development and self 

reliance” 

Why Support The Pacific Islands? 

IHFA believes that Australia is perfectly positioned to extend our good will, expertise, experience 
and technology to our Pacific Islands neighbours to enable the islanders to have access to health, 
education, economic opportunities and a clean environment.  It is important for Australia’s 
security and economy to have a stable and prosperous Pacific Region. IHFA recognizes that 
good governance and economic stability is essential this goal. 

How We Implement Our Programs. 

          
Heavy scrap metal oxycut and lined up  Petra Campbell with the former Prime Minister of Tuvalu,                                         
 for placement in containers, Niue.                                       Saufatu Sopoanga.

IHFA has a strategic ten year plan implemented through pilot programs and rolled out Pacific 
wide. We engage a very broad cross section of society, especially the corporate world. IHFA has 
successfully implemented programs due to cash provided by its partners such as Internationaler 
Hilfsfonds e.V.  IHFA’s main support during its start up stage has been corporate pro bono 
services. Without the significant contribution made by our pro bono supporters none of IHFA’s 
joint projects could have been realized. We take this opportunity to thank the corporate and 
business community for their ongoing support of our efforts. 
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Corporate Governance 

IHFA is run by a board of directors.  Under the terms of the constitution directors cannot be paid 
for their services as directors. The directors’ role is to ensure IHFA complies with its legal 
obligations and is working towards its strategic goals. IHFA seeks to have a board of 5 to 8 
members with a high standard of technical, professional and academic experience and a passion 
for the Pacific Region.

The Board 

Petra Campbell, Chairman 

Petra worked for 13 years as the Child Sponsorship Coordinator for the German aid agency 
Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V. For the last 5 years she established and headed their Pacific 
Region Department as well.  She co-founded International Help Fund Australia in order to raise 
awareness and funding from the Australian public regarding the problems facing our Pacific 
neighbours.  In her dual role as Pacific Region Director of Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V and Chief 
Executive Officer of IHFA, Petra was responsible for initiating and designing the exciting projects 
being carried out by IHFA. 

Claire Hanley Bsc (Econ) ACA, Finance Director 

IHFA co founder Claire Hanley is a chartered accountant and 
registered auditor with over 20 years accounting experience, the 
last ten of which has included experience in the not for profit and 
environmental sector. 

Cass Campbell, Director 

Cass is a retired school teacher who brings a wealth of experience to IHFA’s education programs. 

Grant McCall (BA Cal. Berkeley, BLitt Oxon., PhD ANU).

Grant is Director of the Centre for South Pacific Studies at the University of New South Wales. 
Grant’s role in the Centre for South Pacific Studies has brought him to research and teach in the 
field of development studies and Australia's role in the Asia-Pacific region.  

Brett Hurley (BCom. LlB UNSW, MB.BS SYD.)

Has extensive experience as a solicitor and has also worked in a number of hospitals as a 
medical doctor. His talents will be of great use particular in advising in health and education 
programs.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO 

Australia’s peace and security is linked to our geographical neighbours’ 
political and economic stability, poverty reduction, health and education 
and environmental sustainability. While Asia is growing, our Pacific 
neighbours are not. The Islands face many serious challenges to economic 
development and environmental safety: isolation, rapid population 
growth, limited land, water and energy and limited economic options. 

This year has been a very exciting one for IHFA as we have expanded our 
programs and objectives. We have focused our energies on developing 
and implementing pilot programs. Those programs have shown there are 
effective solutions to seemingly intractable problems.  

We made significant progress in three of our major programs: waste 
management, SCRAP, and water sanitation.  We have established new partnerships with prestigious 
Australian and regional organisations and consolidated existing partnerships. Our partnerships involve a 
broad cross section of like-minded partners working in the Pacific Region such as the French Development 
Agency, seeking to promote regional cooperation. At the same time we actively facilitate the transfer of 
appropriate Australian technology and know-how, and the Australian public’s generosity.  

IHFA has a pragmatic approach to solving particular environmental and waste management issues. For 
example, the majority of Pacific Islands have common characteristics when it comes to addressing waste 
management. One of the most problematic is their isolation which increases the costs of shipping anything 
in and out of the Islands. We have therefore formed alliances with regional freight transporters such as 
REEF Shipping, LAN Airlines, and Air Tahiti Nui. In many cases, without the assistance of these 
companies, the transport costs of many projects would prove prohibitive. 

Going forward we are delighted to welcome 2 new board members to our team. Grant McCall, (BA Cal. 
Berkeley, BLitt Oxon., PhD ANU) is Director Centre for South Pacific Studies at the University of New 
South Wales.  Grant’s role in the Centre for South Pacific Studies has brought him to research and teach in 
the field of development studies and Australia's role in the Asia-Pacific region. Brett Hurley (BCom. LlB 
UNSW, MB.BS SYD.) is both  a doctor and a lawyer and will bring his considerable talents to our team in 
particular to help roll out our health programs. 

The challenge for International Help Fund Australia in the coming year is to secure funding to underwrite 
our organization and to roll out our projects and programs Pacific wide. To this aim we are working to 
formalise our relationship with Australian Government agencies and international funding bodies as well 
as developing new relationships with corporations.  In achieving this we will be able to continue to grow 
and move towards a sustainable Pacific. 

PETRA CAMPBELL.  
Founder and CEO. 
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OVERVIEW OF PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

THE PACIFIC REGION SCRAP METAL AND PLASTIC RECYCLING AND REMOVAL 
PROGRAM (SCRAP). 

SCRAP was jointly initiated by Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V and IHFA. Following the successful 
removal of 375 tonnes of scrap metal from Niue in April 2005, IHFA has continued to promote 
and implement the program in line with its objective of a Pacific that manages its waste 
effectively. 

� Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia and the Marshall Islands.
On July 22nd, 2005 the three presidents of Palau, the Marshall Islands and the Federated 
States of Micronesia issue a communiqué designating IHFA and other partners to work 
with the Pacific Island Regional Recycling Initiative Committee to “establish a Regional 
Plan for metal waste removal”.

� IHFA commissioned a five day training course in scrap metal processing from Sims 
Pacific Metal in Queensland for the three countries, completed by Terry Adams. 

From left to right: President Urusemal, Federated States of Micronesia; President Tommy Remengasau J. Palau; 
Petra Campbell, IHFA’s CEO; President Kessai H Note, Marshal Islands. 
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� Easter Island. In May 2005, Terry Adams of Sims Pacific Metal conducted a study on 
the processing of scrap metal in Easter Island for IHFA which was provided to Easter 
Island’s Waste Management Department headed by the Mayor, and the Office of the 
Governor to Chile in Easter Island. Sims Pacific Metal donated a Harris Torch Gun, 
fluorescent work vests and goggles for efficient and safe oxycutting.

Waste Management Department with Equipment from Sims.   Testing  the new Harris Gun Torch from Sims. 

                                                             Scrap metal laying around Easter Island. 

� Tahiti benefited from two visits in 2005 by Sims Pacific Metal, one solicited by IHFA 
and the other solicited by Tahiti’s Waste Management Department (SEP). 

� Following a successful trial exportation of scrapped cars to Auckland, Tahiti’s Waste 
Management Department (SEP) continues to export scrap metal to Auckland with over 
2,500 tonnes of baled cars now being exported and recycled annually.  

                  
            Scrapped cars in Tahiti                                                            Tahitian bales cars bound for Aukland 

�  “How to Process Scrap Metal on Your Island”. IHFA and International 
Hilfsfonds e.V. co produced an instructional video for Waste Management Departments.

�  “Niue Scarp Metal Removal Pilot”, IHFA and International Hilfsfonds e.V co 
produced a film of the removal of 375 tonnes of scrap metal from Niue for recycling on 
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New Zealand. The films were distributed by the Secretariat for the Pacific Region 
Environment Program (SPREP).

Filming in Niue

Filming at Sims Pacific Metal. 

� “How to Process Plastic on Your Island”. Following the success of our film, 
“How to Process Scrap Metal on your Island” IHFA, in partnership with the French 
Development Agency and the Société Environment Polynésien, are producing an 
educational film called “How to Process Plastic on Your Island.” Filming will be begin in 
October 2006 in Australia, Tahiti and Samoa. Other partners include, Sims Plastic, Reef 
Shipping, Australia’s Wastech, The Samoan Waste Management Department, Air Tahiti 
Nui, the Plastic and Chemical Industry of Australia, and the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Region Environment Program which will distribute the film. 

� Tuvalu Plastic Shopping Bag Free Program. In July 2005 Tuvalu adopted 
IHFA’s plastic shopping bag free program. IHFA’s partner, Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V, 
funded 6 bags per household (6,800 bags) to the main Island of Funafuti. IHFA facilitated 
free shipping by Reef Shipping and draft environmental legislation from Freehills lawyers. 
The program also provided shops with a stock of brown paper bags as well as paper 
wrapping for meat, fish and frozen products. The public information campaign included 
radio programs, bilingual brochures, a schools program and a traveling theatre 
production. 

� The Hon. Maatia Toafa, Prime Minister of Tuvalu, confirmed that Tuvalu will ban the 
importation of plastic shopping bags. The program was initially approved by Cabinet in 
April 2004 under Prime Minister Saufatu Sopoanga. 

                   
The Kilongasti Theatre Group perform a radio play.                            The replacement calico bags used in Tuvalu. 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Easter Island
� Following on from the 2004 visit, organized by IHFA and Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V., 

by Guillaume Gay, chief engineer for the Tahitian Waste Management Department 
(SEP), the Waste Management proposal was delivered to the Mayor of Easter Island and 
the Governor of Chile in January 2006. This report sought to use SEP’s technical 
expertise and experience to address the waste management problems faced by Easter 
Island, such as high tourism due to its UNESCO World Heritage National Park listing.

                
Guillaume Gay and Petra Campbell present the waste             Guillaume Gay and Petra Campbell present the 
management plan to Easter Island Mayor Pedro Pablo Pao.   Waste management plan to Easter Islands Governor  
                                                                                                        to Chile, Enrique Pakarati Ika.                 

� After the 2004 delivery of recyclable containers, organized by SEP, IHFA and 
Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V. Easter Island has been exporting it’s used motor oil and 
car batteries to Chile. 

� In January 2006 Sims Pacific metal donated OH&S equipment and a Harris Torch Gun 
torch to Easter Island for effective scrap metal processing.

The containers for the storage of used motor                            Lus Sazzo and Carlos of the Easter Island Waste  
 being used effectively as Guillaume Gay verifies.         Management Department at Tahiti’s sanitized             
                                                                                    landfill
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WATER SANITATION 

Composting Toilets 
� In June 2006 the American based Easter Island Foundation donated funds to IHFA 

towards the purchase of a Rotaloo Maxi 2000 composting public toilet for installation in 
the UNESCO listed World Heritage National park of Rapa Nui in Easter Island.  

� Australia’s Environment Equipment, which produces the Rotaloo, donated a domestic 
Rotaloo for trial on the Island.

� The toilets are to be delivered in October 2006 with free freight supplied by Air Tahiti Nui 
and Lan Airlines.

� These outcomes are a result of a project jointly initiated by IHFA and Internationaler 
Hilfsfonds e.V to address the threat to Easter Island’s drinking water from the large 
number of pit latrine toilets on the Island.

                         
Enrique Tucki checks the internal workings of                             Andrew Holten, Enrique Tucki and Petra Campbell    
 the composting toilets.                                                                      visit the composting toilets in Victorian National 
                                                                                                              Parks  

Compostable Baby Nappies
� Disposable baby nappies represent a waste management problem and threat to fresh 

water sources across the Pacific region. In looking for a viable alternative, IHFA and 
Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V successfully trialed Australian designed Weenies 
compostable baby nappies in the Islands of Palau, Samoa, Easter Island, Kiribati and 
Tahiti.

IHFA and Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V co-produced an information film “Compostable Baby 
Nappies in the Pacific.

   Easer Island trial Mums learn about the                                                             Baby Erin sleeping peacefully in her 
  Eenees compostable nappy.                                                                               Eenees compostable nappy.                                                         
.
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United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 

In 2005, IHFA’s CEO consulted to the UNEP’s comprehensive report, “Definition Study for an 
Initiative on Solid Waste Management in the Pacific Region”, jointly prepared with the French 
Development Agency.  

Regional Strategy For Solid Waste Management In Pacific Islands 
Countries and Territories, Secretariat To The Pacific Region Environment 

Program.

� In November 2005, IHFA’s CEO, Petra Campbell, facilitated a “difficult wastes” workshop 
at the Seminar for the Regional Strategy for Solid Waste Management in Pacific Islands 
Countries and Territories held by the Secretariat of the Pacific Region Environment 
Program, in Apia, Samoa.

� The film “How to Process Scrap Metal on Your Island,” co-produced by IHFA and 
Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V was screened to delegates representing the Waste 
Management/Environment departments of the Pacific Islands and distributed to members 
during the seminar. 

Pacific Island Waste Management Departments Visit Australian 
Technologies.

� In April 2006, with the assistance of Biobin and the Department of Trade and Economic 
Development of the Government of South Australia, IHFA hosted a visit by Toke Talangi, 
Niue’s Minister of Environment and Finance, Ricky Makani, Niue’s Waste Management 
Director and Karl Meuel, SEP’s CEO. The delegates were taken to visit Biobin 
technology, rapid low tech robust, organic composting bins.  

� The Department of Trade and Economic Development of South Australia with Business 
SA hosted a lunch for the Pacific Island group to network with South Australian 
environmental technology companies.  

� Karl Meuel visited the Sims Group for sourcing an export market for their recyclables. 
� John Wichman, from the Cook Islands also joined us to visit MediVac Limited to learn 

about the latest technology in clean and safe medical waste treatment. 

Tahiti’s Karl Meuel and  Niue’s Toke Talangi                                Delegates to the “Difficult Wastes” Seminar,       
Inspect Australia’s rapid organic composting                             Samoa 
Biobin.
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MEDIA AND PUBLIC EDUCATION 

Films
� IHFA Co-Produced with IH e.V, 7 films and two TV commercials, for the purpose of fund 

raising and for public and waste management education.   

Journal Articles 

� ARTLINK’s special “Ecology “Issue in December 2005. The use performance art on 
Pacific Islands to communicate issues of waste management to the public.  

� The Rapa Nui Journal, “Easter Island: On the Verge of a Second Environmental 
Catastrophe” 

Media

� Articles in the Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian and interview on ABC radio. 
� Tahitian TV, radio and print media. 
� Easter Island TV, radio, print and E media. 
� Tongan print media. 
� Tuvalu radio. 
� Palau print media. 

Major Seminars and Conference Attendance 

� July 2006 attended the 2nd Pacific Region Recycling Initiative Committee meeting. Koror, 
Palau.

� July 2006, attended the fifth Micronesian Presidents Summit, Koror, Palau. 
� August 2005 presented an occasional seminar at UNSW Centre For South Pacific 

Studies. “Taking the Rubbish out of the Pacific Islands” 
� November 2005, facilitated a workshop on “Difficult Wastes”, Regional Strategy for Solid 

Waste Management in Pacific Islands Countries and Territories, held by the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Region Environment Program, Apia, Samoa. 

� November 2005, attended the 6th Civil Society Forum at Port Moresby in Papua New 
Guinea, held in parallel to the APEC summit.

Group photo after the presentation of the peoples forum on the Pacific Plan to Greg Urwin, Secretary General of 
the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat,  pictured centre.  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

IHFA recognizes that the business community is an integral part of the sustainable development 
process.  In return for their support IHFA can give these companies media and electronic exposure, and 
exposure to the region. We can provide the value and prestige that comes from supporting a worthy 
long term goal. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our partners for their support in 2005-2006 and look 
forward to working with them in the future. 

Our Partners, Donors, Supporters.                                                                                                 
Agence Française de Développement,                                             
Air Tahiti Nui,  
Auckland City Council,  
Australian Business Volunteers,  
Biobin Technologies,  
Environment Equipment (Rotaloo),                                                                    
Freehills,  
Government of South Australia,  
Internationaler Hilfsfonds e.V,1                                                                
Kuver Design,  
Lan Airlines,  
New Zealand International Aid and Development Agency,  
Reef Shipping,  
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program,  
Sims Pacific Metal,  
Sims Plastic,                                                                                                           
Société Environment Polynésien,  
Tahiti,                                                                                                                  
The Easter Island Foundation,                                                                                 
UTS Shopfront,                                                                                                           
Walter Turnbull,  
Wastech. 

Contact Us 

Telephone: (61-2) 93898707 
Fax (61-2) 93898706 
Email: kpmm@ozemail.com.au                                                                  Petra Campbell with the Honorable                
Address: PO Box 1373. Bondi Junction.                                                                   Maatia Toafa, Prime Minister of  
               NSW. Australia. 1355.                                                                  Tuvalu 

1
End of a Partnership. 

IHFA will no longer be working in partnership with Internationaler Hilfsfonds. The Board of IHFA wished Internationaler Hilfsfonds 
e.V continued success in their development work. 










